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TEXT:  Matthew 13:1-3 
THEME:  Sowing the Seed 

1. The Setting 
2. The Sower and His Seed 

 
That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea.  A large crowd 
gathered around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people 
stood on the shore.  He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower 
went out to sow.” 
 
Dear Christian Friends, 
 
Both Pastor Pankow and I spent a year of our training for the pastoral ministry, our vicar 
year, in the state of Nebraska.  We even served at the same congregation, although a few 
years apart.  Well, as you travel toward the city of Lincoln, Nebraska, you see the tower of 
the capitol building rising 400 feet from flat prairie land.  At the top of the tower is a copper-
plated figure of a sower, which actually stands 19 feet tall.  Its place at the pinnacle of that 
tower symbolizes the importance of agriculture and farming to the state of Nebraska.  As 
beautiful and symbolic as that copper-plated figure is, he really cannot sow.  He cannot talk 
either. 
 
But Jesus does both.  During Jesus’ ministry on earth he never missed an opportunity to 
sow the seed of the Word using clear words and easily understood lessons. 
 
In our text today, Jesus is at the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  He turns the shore into an 
amphitheatre for the large crowd and uses a boat as his pulpit.  With the water providing a 
natural amplification system, Jesus then tells the parable of the sower and the seed. 
 
Why a parable?  A parable is a technique of teaching that communicates the kingdom of 
God by comparing it to everyday life.  We sometimes define a parable by calling it an 
earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  It is a way to reach children as well as adults.  It 
can capture the imagination at the same time it touches the emotions.  When Jesus speaks 
the parable, it contains the words of eternal life.  As Simon Peter once said to Jesus, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68) NIV84. 
 
Sad to say, not everyone who heard Jesus’ parable that day recognized it as the Word of 
God.  In fact, Jesus said he used parables to hide his Word from people who had hardened 
their hearts against God, as Isaiah prophesied (Isaiah 63:17).  They had rejected God’s 
clear Word of salvation; so as a judgment against them, Jesus explained God’s Word in 
parables they could not understand.  That day, Jesus exposed the calloused hearts and 
minds of people from whom God had withdrawn his grace—the packed soil, the rocky 
ground, and the thorny ground. 
 
As you spend time with Jesus today in worship, Bible study, and during the coming week in 
meditation on God’s Word, recognize the voice of the Lord God.  Jesus will demonstrate 
how God’s kingdom comes, as Luther wrote:  “when our heavenly Father gives us his Holy 

Lord, open now my heart to hear,  And through your Word to 
me draw near.  Let me your Word e’er pure retain;  Let me 
your child and heir remain.  Amen.  (CW 282:1) 
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Spirit, so that by his grace we believe his holy Word and lead a godly life now on earth and 
forever in heaven” (Luther’s Explanation to the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer). 
 
Pictures help us to focus on things.  A former church secretary of mine is an artist who 
drew a picture of a pillar of fire and called it “I AM” to remind her of how God led Israel in the 
Old Testament.  Walter Sallman’s 1935 “Head of Christ” has the outline of a cup of wine 
and a wafer of bread on the forehead of Jesus, picturing how Jesus himself is really 
present in Holy Communion. 
 
Perhaps on his way out to teach the people, Jesus had noticed a sower at work in the 
fields.  I’ve stood on the shore of the Sea of Galilee and to this day you can easily see all 
four types of soil Jesus described in his parable.  He decided to use the scene to paint a 
picture about his own work and the work his church would do as it sowed the message of 
the gospel. 
 
In the parable, this farmer knows his land.  He knows when to plow it and when to seed it.  
He can look at a field and have a pattern in mind about how to plow the furrows.  He feels 
the soil with his hands and knows the perfect temperature at which the seed will germinate.  
He has a good strong arm and hand to broadcast the seed, and he will take care of the field 
until the harvest is ready.  Then he will harvest it. 
 
As Jesus looked at the crowd in front of him, he saw it as his field, typical of the fields his 
disciples would find out in the world.  The field was the hearts of human beings, where 
God’s kingdom on earth would be found.  This is what he would reclaim from sin and make 
his dwelling place.  In his hand is the seed, a kernel to be planted and cared for.  The 
sower’s seed has physical life in it.  His seed has spiritual life in it. 
 
His seed is the message about the “Seed of the woman” who came to destroy the work of 
the evil one.  This is the very first Gospel promise to sinful Adam and Eve:  “And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel" (Genesis 3:15) NKJV.  This Seed 
would indeed be filled with life, his perfect life lived for us.  This Seed would be planted in 
the ground—in a grave—after it was crucified.  The Seed would come back to life again 
and bear a rich harvest of souls for eternal life. 
 
The seed the disciples would spread in the world would be about the Seed—the Savior 
Jesus Christ.  They would prepare the field with the message of God’s law, human 
sinfulness, and the specter of the coming judgment.  And they would cast the message of 
the Seed into the field in the anticipation of a rich harvest. 
 
By God’s grace, you are the good soil.  The Word has gone into your heart, and it remains 
there.  You live in the knowledge of your salvation in Christ, and you rest in the hope of 
eternal life.  Thank the Lord daily for the grace he has given you to be the good soil.  Pray 
that his grace might make good soil of many more—your family, friends, neighbors—so that 
they too receive his Word and keep it secure in their hearts.  Amen. 


